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Breaking News: Cawston Lane Development
In recent days residents close to Coventry Road have received flyers regarding
a proposed new development, 250 new homes, on the fields surrounding Lime
Tree Village. Look at p13 for more info
Contract awarded for new Play Area
After a competitive tendering exercise managed by Rugby Borough Council a
contract has been awarded for the play area – see pages 9 through 12 for
pictures of the park layout and the equipment now on order
Parish Council selects service provider to keep the Parish tidy
After inviting quotes from service providers to maintain the Parish managed
parts of the estate, a contract has been awarded. p3
Thoughtful and considerate behaviour
This month we have articles on grass cutting, hedge maintenance, dog fouling
and litter. Look through as we all need to make an effort
NEW COUNCILLORS – SEE THE CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
We say goodbye to one and hello to two!
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Cawston Parish Council Contact Details

(01788) 816488

(01788) 533533
scott.ballard@rugby.gov.uk
greg.vigars@rugby.gov.uk

Pest Control / Dog Warden / Noise Pollution

(01788) 533859

Consortium:
Adrian McInnes, Technical Director, William Davis Ltd
adrian.mcinnes@williamdavis.co.uk
(01509) 231181
(01926) 339339

Robert McGuinn, Director, MDA Consulting Ltd
rmcguinn@mdaconsulting.co.uk

(0116) 2548951

Orbit Housing Association:

(08458) 500500

Rugby Police Station:
Stuart Powell
West Town SNT Sergeant
Craig Holland
PCSO

(01788) 541111
(01788) 853813
(01788) 541111

RBC Community Safety Wardens:

(0800) 0968800

The Inclusion of advertisements does not imply any form of endorsement by the

Steve Riley, Engineering Director, Gallaghers
steve.riley@gallagheruk.com

Parish Council, and any views expressed in the Parish News are not necessarily
those of Cawston Parish Council.
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Chairman’s Message
Hi,
I would like to begin by saying a big ‘Thank You’ to Wayne Hayward who has had to stand
down as Councillor due to other time 13
commitments and I would like to welcome 2 new
Councillors Jeannette Hudson and Claire Yates – welcome both.
I have say how disappointed I was in the turn out at the open evening for the Parish Hall on
March 12th. We as a Council put a lot of personal time and effort into preparing the
presentations for the evening. I stressed in the last Parish News how important it was for you
all to either come along on the night or make your views known to us regarding many
important discussion points. The turnout wasn’t great and your support was disappointing.
I would like to thank those that did take the time and make the effort to either come
along or email the council with their views.
As a Parish Council we have really had to focus our efforts on the key issues on the estate
that we have the opportunity to affect, namely the adoption of roads and estate and the
planning and building of the community hall, both of which are covered in more detail inside.
We continue to do what we can in other areas but these two items are taking up most of our
time and effort now and for the foreseeable future.

Also, I would like to let you know that we have appointed a Parish handyman, so if
you see Mark Cox in his grey van working around the estate then don’t be too
concerned as we have contracted his services.
Thank You,
Pete Venner,
Chair Cawston Parish Council

Help in Delivering the Parish News
Magazine deliveries – help needed
Are any of you able to help us with delivering the Parish Magazine? Some of our
deliverers are moving away, and we need your help.
We deliver four times a year, and would try to give you an area near where you live.
If you are able to help, please contact margaret.brett@cawstonpc.org or ring
813215.
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CSW Broadband Project
As a result of information received from parishes around the county a further 45,000
properties are now to be included in the commercial broadband roll-out, meaning that
the funding can be utilised to help more communities in harder to reach areas.
Looking ahead, once the contract is awarded then the work can start on the design of
the network. The solution chosen will depend to a large extent on which bidder is
successful as they use different technologies, but in any event roll-out should start
this year and is due for completion by 2015.
CSW Broadband still needs businesses, individuals and community champions to
engage with the project. There are areas where the levels of survey returns are quite
low. This may be because there is little demand for faster broadband, or it may simply
be that everyone is assuming that someone else is taking action. It will be easier to
justify investing in those areas that show a high level of demand than in those were
there appears to be little requirement. This has been evidenced by the fact that it is
those areas that have been most active in completing the surveys that have now
been included in the commercial roll-out.
For more information about the project, including maps showing where surveys have
been completed and the surveys themselves, please visit http://
www.cswbroadband.org.uk/
If you haven’t yet completed the survey we urge you to go to the website above and
do so. The more that complete the survey to highlight the issues here at Cawston the
better.

Beware Internet ‘Free Trial’ Offers Warn
Warwickshire Trading Standards
Adverts are appearing on social media websites promoting ‘free’ product trials for
goods including beauty products and slimming pills.
Consumers are encouraged to take part and provide their credit or debit card details
to pay for postage and packing.
But, hidden in the small print is a monthly subscription agreement that could cost
them over £1000 a year if they don’t return the items quickly and cancel.
However, the unscrupulous foreign based businesses behind these offers make it
incredibly difficult for consumers to cancel in time and quickly begin taking money
from their credit or debit cards.
Advice to consumers:
•
Never provide your credit or debit card to any business you don’t know or
trust.
•
Beware of any ‘free trial’ offers.
•
Always read the small print.
•
Search for the business on-line. If they are dodgy, someone on the Internet
is likely to have already posted a warning.
•
If you are a victim, contact your bank as soon as possible to cancel the
recurring payments. You have a legal right to have these payments
cancelled. Even if the business refuses, your bank must cancel them for you.
For more help and advice, or to make a consumer complaint, call Citizens Advice
consumer service on 08454 04 05 06.

You can also contact our Broadband champion - matt.emery@cawstonpc.org

Follow Warwickshire Trading Standards at: www.twitter.com/warkstss

Neighbourly Request - Overgrown Hedges
A number of residents have expressed concern about various plants and hedges
which are now over grown and obstructing footpaths, pavements and roads.
The Parish Council respectfully advises that it is the responsibility of all property
owners to cut back any overgrown hedges and plant growth on their boundaries.
Obstructing a public right of way is a matter of great concern and causes
inconvenience to many, especially people with sight impairment, or with mobility
problems, walkers with pushchairs and small children. It also reduces the line of
vision for motor vehicles and bicycles as well as other road users.
Be a considerate citizen and cut your hedges please
Please be neighbourly
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Remedial Works / Adoption
As you already know the process of adoption is underway with the drains and sewers
being rectified so that they can be adopted by Severn Trent Water first, then comes
the road remedials to WCC satisfaction, before the full maintenance and adoption
period can start.
This only takes place for the major roads in the first instance and then we have to
work with each individual builder to get the problems in each side road rectified before
they can be adopted too.
We have been informed by the Consortium that the current blocker in the process is
Severn Trent Water (STW). The Consortium are chasing STW’s solicitors for an
exchange of legal documentation to allow the process to re-start. I am chasing STW
on a weekly basis to try and get them to instruct their solicitors to exchange but with
little success to date.
We have also enlisted the help of Peter Butlin our County Councillor to try and get
some urgency behind this issue. If STW continue to be slow then I shall be enlisting
the help of our Borough Councillors and our local MP to try and bring some pressure
to bear.
If you are not happy with the situation you could help us by writing to STW to express
your views, Email Jack.McCallum@Severntrent.co.uk
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Parish Website

Dog Fouling

Our new updated website has now been operational for a few months. We aim to
keep you all up to-date with what is happening in our area via the site. You can also
sign up to a regular email update if you wish via the site.

I have had several conversations around the Parish with regards to dog owners who
do not pick up after their dogs, with particular reference to the main bridleway and
footpaths that run through the centre of the estate and close to the school.

If you have any comments on the site or its content please feel free to email:
matt.emery@cawstonpc.org.

A concerned Parishioner writes “I wish to express my disgust at the amount of dog
fouling that is taking place and not being cleared up by the irresponsible owners as
they walk their dogs through Cawston Greenway. As a responsible owner one
consideration was the availability of fouling bins to dispose responsibly of any waste
created by my dogs whilst walking. I was pleased to see there are plenty of bins so
there is no excuse. On 3 separate occasions I have asked owners to 'pick up' after
their dogs and they have refused, I cannot understand why owners want to leave their
mess for children and dogs to walk through as they enjoy their country walk”.

If you are a local business and would like a link to your website or contact details
linked from the site for a nominal fee please let me know.
We would like to thank locally based JWMedia for helping us get the new website
working and the Council email transferred.
Hopefully the fresh new look and the redesigned site will make it easier for all in the
community to find information regarding what is going on in the local area; from issues
such as what happened at the last council meeting, what is the update regarding the
community hall and play area projects, to road works, adoption of the highways,
community events etc!
As a Parish Council the website is the fastest way we can get news to you.

In terms of dog mess again there is a link where owners can be reported;
http://www.rugby.gov.uk/downloads/dog_control_report_form_Jan2012.pdf
or call 01788 533857
We would like to remind all owners that they can be fined up to £1000 for not clearing
up after their animals.
Please can we all think about other ‘green space’ and footpath users when
taking dogs for a walk?

Please check out www.cawstonpc.org.

Cawston Parish Blog
Some of you may have noticed that we have a blog. This is like a virtual notice-board
that just lets residents know what is going on in and around Cawston.
www.cawstonparish.wordpress.com
The idea is to share what is going on in our local community and help people to
engage with things that they are interested in, or maybe have a concern about, and
want to see if there is a wider audience out there.
If you want to start a club or group, hold a charitable event or have questions about
any aspect of Cawston, then the blog is as good a place to reach out and find
likeminded people. All updates appear on our facebook and twitter pages too.
Please use the blog and if you have anything that you want put in, or suggestions to
make it better, just let me know via email at paul.hart@cawstonpc.org
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Rubbish & Glass
I have also had several conversations around the Parish with walkers and dog owners
who would also like to point out the amount of litter and in particular broken glass that
is left around the estate.
Litter is unsightly and spoils the appearance of the beautiful open spaces that we are
lucky enough to have on our doorstep. However broken glass is a danger to all
footpath users particularly children and pets – so please dispose of litter and glass
responsibly.
Again I would urge you to use the numerous litter bins provided around the estate
Please can we all think about other ‘green space’ and other footpath users when
disposing of our litter?
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Grass Cutting on the Estate

Cawston Grange WI Lite

Please see response from Rugby Borough Council reference my email regarding the
appearance of the estate.
“Thanks for raising these concerns about the standard of grass cutting around the
Cawston Estate.
Trying to manage the grass cutting across the whole of our area can be a challenge,
especially around this time of year. We have had an unusual climatic start to this year,
with a very long cold spring.
We usually have (and you will have noticed this at home) a "May flush", when grass
grows very vigorously. We are just coming out of this period now. This results in the
grass being longer than normal when it is cut, which leaves more "clumps" of cuttings.
This usually lasts about 2 cuts before nature and ourselves achieve a relative balance
again.
Certain areas around Cawston also have bulbs planted which can look unsightly or
unkempt as the bulb foliage dies back. However, we leave the bulb foliage (and the
grass around) for six or seven weeks after flowering before they are cut back to allow
the bulb to regenerate for next season.
Cawston used to be farm land, and considering the ever declining wild-life and loss of
habitats, some of the management of the Cawston estate is following an agreed lowkey maintenance programme, which sees longer 'meadow' areas and lighter touch
maintenance to help increase the local biodiversity of the area. This means that such
tasks as strimming under hedgerows and the use of selective herbicides to kill
dandelions is not undertaken. Both of these tasks would have a significant impact on
wildlife.

We are a new style of WI formed just 2 years ago representing women of all ages who
live in our community. So why not come along as a visitor and see what we are about,
we would love to meet you.
We meet once a month and have a full programme of events for 2013 arranged which
include, cake decorating, astronomy and everyone's favourite - Wine Tasting, plus
loads more. We also arrange nights out in addition to our monthly meetings when we
hold craft events so we can try something new, quiz and games nights, all usually held
at “The Bear".
So why not come and meet everyone, have some fun, a chat & meet new friends,
have a go at something 'crafty' and be prepared to be amazed at the speakers we
have lined up for you.
We meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7.30pm (prompt) till 9.30pm at Cawston
Grange Primary School, Scholars Drive, Cawston. (near Budgens). Parking is free on
the school car park.
Take a look at our website www,cawstongrangewilite.co.uk for more information, or
give me a call on 01788 519996.
Hope to see you there. Regards Lesley.

I know following our discussion the other day that you are now aware that as yet not
all of the public open spaces have been adopted by Rugby Borough Council or the
grass verges by Warwickshire County Council which unfortunately results in several
different regimes and standards in operation across the estate. I have to acknowledge
this can give a quite erratic impression of maintenance, but this will reduce as areas
are adopted from the developer.
The grass cutting around the main fields remain as meadow & cut once per annum,
with areas such as around the play area and the Coventry Road Playing fields are on
a more regular cut. The grass verges are also cut on a more frequent rota. (when
adopted)
If you have specific areas where you think we have a particular problem, please let me
or Chris know”
From Sean Lawson / Chris Gorman at Rugby Borough Council
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Community Hall Project – Open Evening Summary
Open Evening Summary
Number of attendees:
Number of questionnaires completed

23
17

Cawston Lane Development

74%

Number

% of total
responses

Question 1: Who are you?
Number participants that are Cawston residents
Number declared as Community representative
Number declared business of housing development rep
Declared as potential hall user

17
3
1
8

100%

Question 2: Do you approve of the plans
Strongly approve
Approve
Neutral
Disagree
Strongly disagree

2
10
2
1
2

12%
59%
12%
6%
12%

Questions 3: The Bridge Club option
Go ahead
Neutral
Opposed to proceeding

10
5
2

59%
29%
12%

Statistical results of questions:

It has been brought to our attention that some houses on the estate have been
leafleted with regard to another proposed development in the area, namely the
development of the land around Lime Tree Village. The land lies within Dunchurch
Parish Council not Cawston, so at this stage our information is sketchy and only
comes from material supplied to us third hand, but I felt it important to communicate
what little we do know.
A company called ‘Helical Bar’ are behind the development of a further 250 homes
which will be accessed via a fifth arm off the main Coventry Road / Cawston Grange
Drive roundabout, and whilst their leaflet says they will provide financial contributions
towards local services and facilities such as schools and other amenities, we do not
know as yet how this development will impact on Cawston. What we do know is that if
the development goes ahead the residents are likely to draw upon our services and
amenities, but without knowing any details we cannot be sure. At the Parish meeting
on the 18th June we were informed that due to RBC not being able to meet the
housing numbers set out in their core strategy then the likelihood is that this
development will go ahead. As was the case with the Cawston Extension, which
everyone said would not get the go ahead, we have to plan and formulate
contingencies to be ready should this development get the green light.

Key issues (mentioned more than once)
Access through Scholar's drive; school impact and level of traffic
Option for non competitive / family badminton
Bridge Club; rationale seemingly understood but worry about length of commitment
and access for other users
Some expressed thanks for the work so far
Parking capacity
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Further info can be found at www.cawstonlane.co.uk
We would suggest that if you have comments to make regarding the development that
these should be fed through your Borough and County Councillors.
As we learn more we will keep you informed via website, noticeboards
and Parish News
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Community Hall Project
Since the last issue very little has moved forward with the community Hall, due to
planning application delays.
Our planning application is still with RBC and is due to be put before the planning
committee on 2nd July.
We were hoping that it would have gone before the committee in June, but following
the planners consultation with statutory bodies a noise assessment had to be
prepared for the hall relevant to its intended usage. Not only has this been at
additional cost to the Parish but also took time to procure and carry out (3 weeks).
This additional work meant our application was not considered for the June
committee.
Hopefully by the time the next issue of CPN is released we will have some better
news to give in relation to the planning application.
In order to keep the project moving forward in the meantime we have elected to
appoint the services of a professional business planner to look at all of the funding
streams, to formulate a business plan, to make recommendations on the governance
process going forward and to submit our first bid for grant money. As volunteers the
Parish Councillors are lacking the spare time and specific skill set to effectively carry
out this work.
Again we will keep you posted on developments in this area via the Parish website
and future issues of the Parish News.

Community Play Area
We mentioned in the December 12 edition that the detailed specification for the main
play area would be put out to tender by Rugby Borough Council, I can now announce
that Proludic Ltd have been awarded the contract.
Rugby Borough Council officers along with members of the Parish Council have met
with Proludic to ensure that many of your comments have been included in the
scheme, including careful design and landscaping suggestions.
The timing of the project would suggest that Proludic should be moving onto the site
within the next 4 to 6 weeks with a completion date sometime in late August.
We would like to thank Sean Lawson and Colin Horton from RBC and Borough
Councillor Mark Williams for all their effort in getting this project through to the delivery
stage.
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The next few pages show an indication of the play area design.
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Community Play Area

Stor
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