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Chairman’s Message
Hi,
I am very pleased to announce that 2 new councillors have joined the
team, so we have welcomed Alan Horton and Alan Billingham to the
council.
At the same time, Matt Emery has announced that he wishes to stand
down from the Council to concentrate more on chairing the
community hall trustees.
In addition, Margaret Brett has informed us that she will be resigning
to help her concentrate her efforts on the running of the Community
Hall as one of the Trustee Board.
I wouldn’t normally single out individuals as the Council and the Hall
working groups truly have been team efforts, but I can’t tell you how
much this community owes to these two individuals, both have been
absolute legends in the planning for and the building of the hall.
Without their efforts, it is unlikely that the hall would be up and
running as it is at the moment.
Both will be sadly missed from the Council.
We still need your help.
We would still like more volunteers to come forward and join the
council as we have a number of us that have been doing this for over
15 years and we think the time is right to stand down and allow new
people with new ideas to help drive the community forward.
If you are interested then please get in touch with any of the current
councillors or the clerk and we would be happy to discuss the role
with you.

Thank You
Pete Venner,
Chair Cawston Parish Council
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Road Adoption – A Reminder
The plan of the roads adopted and those being transferred over (this is
called the “maintenance” period) is on the website and is available in
Home & News: - Adoption Process, look for the one dated 5th May
2016 not the 31st May.
Good contacts in relation to adoption are;
Dan Cresswell at Warwickshire County Council Tel: (01926) 412622
and;
Rob McGuinn of the Consortium, (0116) 2548951
When specific issues come up we do enlist the help of County
Councillor Peter Butlin to try and get some movement on the adoption
process.
Like many of you we are frustrated by the very slow progress in this
area, I have lived here now for nearly 15 years and when I moved in I
did not expect I would be here in 2016 with the roads still not adopted.
We will continue to push on this important subject, and will keep you
updated via the website and future editions of the Parish News.
What can you do to help I hear you ask?
At this stage write to your Borough and County Councillors (contact
details on the inside back cover), and ask them to apply pressure to
Warwickshire County Council and the Consortium. Thanks

Councillor Vacancies
Are you interested in being a Councillor but don’t know what it entails?

To check room availability there is a live calendar for each room on the
Parish Website
http://www.cawstonpc.org/Community-Hall/main-hall.asp
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We are seeking new councillors to fill empty positions and to bolster our ranks
with new skills and ideas.
If you are thinking of giving it a go but you are unsure please contact
any of the current Councillors – details on the back page.
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Meet the new Councillors – Alan Horton
Hi, my name is Alan Horton and I have lived in Cawston approaching 5
years with my wife and two children.
I have only recently joined the parish council so I am still learning the
ropes. I want to help our local community and hopefully this is the role
to do it.
My focus out of work is my family, but I do also enjoy watching (too old
for playing!) most sports, reading and jogging slowly around the estate
for fitness.
My email address is Alan.Horton@Cawstonpc.org

Overgrown Hedges Reminder
A number of residents have expressed concern about various plants
and hedges which are now over grown and obstructing footpaths,
pavements and roads.
The Parish Council respectfully advises that it is the responsibility of all
property owners to cut back any overgrown hedges and plant growth
on their boundaries.
Obstructing a public right of way is a matter of great concern and
causes inconvenience to many, especially people with sight
impairment, or with mobility problems, walkers with pushchairs and
small children. It also reduces the line of vision for motor vehicles and
bicycles as well as other road users.
Be a considerate citizen and cut your hedges please
Please be neighbourly
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Unruly Dogs / Dog Mess (Continued)

Speeding on the Estate
We have received numerous complaints regarding vehicles speeding
around the estate – particularly on Whitefriars Drive.

If you feel you have need to report unruly dogs and/or their owners you
can contact the Community safety wardens on 0800 096 880.

As the Parish Council we have no authority to stop people from doing
this as this is a police matter.
If you observe vehicles speeding or driving dangerously then you
should report the matter to the Police indicating where and any details
of the vehicle concerned.

Inconsiderate Parking - Reminder
We seem to have reached a point where inconsiderate parking is
becoming a problem again, we have received a number of complaints
on this issue.
The problem appears to be getting worse around Cresswell Place and
Noble Drive. One resident wrote “Perhaps we could have a plea for
common sense parking in the next Parish News please?”
As a Parish Council we have no authority to force people to park
sensibly, our advice to anyone suffering with the problem is to talk to
the owner of the vehicle, they may not know the inconvenience that
they are causing. If this does not resolve the issue then we would
suggest talking to Warwickshire County Council and the Police –
details are on the inside back page. However, Warwickshire may not
be able to do anything as it depends on whether or not the road in
question is actually adopted. You could also check with your builder to
see if there are any covenants in place on the properties in your road
that discourage this type of parking.
Can we please ask that people park in a responsible and safe
manner and be considerate of neighbours? Thank You
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Unruly Dogs / Dog Mess

Weeds and Litter

As some people may be aware via the Cawston residents Face Book
page, dogs and their owners have recently become a hot topic.
It is not the intention of the Parish Council to scold and reprimand dog
owners on behalf of aggrieved residents however a gentle reminder
may not go amiss so please do not shoot the messenger.
The saying that “there is no such thing as a bad dog but just bad
owners” is not always the case. Most owners are responsible caring
people who would not knowingly upset others, yet the occasional lack
of concentration or simply being distracted for just a second can result
in situations which clearly have the scope to annoy, upset or even
distress other residents.
If I were to arrange a list of the top complaints it would probably look
like this:1, Dog mess :- simple to solve, all of us should carry at least two “Poo
bags” and keep an extra eye out until the deed has been done, then
bag it and bin it.
2, Dogs off the leash in the children’s play area:- Simple, dogs should
not be off the lead in play areas. We have to accept that not all people
like dogs, children especially can be scared to death by the sight of a
four legged hound charging toward or around them, after all they do not
know if the dog is friendly or not.
3, Dogs with attitude: - Please if you know your dog doesn’t get on
with others, try to keep them under control when in popular dog walking
areas or, at least try to warn others so they can keep their dogs away. I
accept that most of the time it’s simply handbags with plenty of noise
but no actual attack but to some owners it is extremely alarming. It is
also worth remembering that the police have powers to act if they
receive reports of overly aggressive dogs which in turn could result in
distress for those dogs’ owners.
We are lucky, in this area we have plenty of open space and some
excellent walks right on our door step for us all to enjoy, so for the sake
of all of us who own dogs please remember the above and have
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consideration for others.

There has been some concern this year about the weeds at the side of
the roads. The weather has been perfect for weeds and this year has
been particularly bad. The responsibility for spraying the roads lies with
the Consortium for un-adopted roads and the County Council for those
adopted (often the County Council pass on this work to Rugby Borough
Council). We are presently talking to the County and Borough Councils
to investigate whether we should take on the road spraying and maybe
get a better service. Obviously there are financial implications so no
decision has been made yet. In the meantime, we have used our
handyman to help clear the area round the shops / community hall.
Many thanks also to residents who have been seen out on Gerard
Road, Trussell Way and Cawston Grange Drive clearing weeds.
As usual the summer months bring a big increase in litter around the
estate. Again this is not our responsibility, but we do use our handyman
to do a weekly litter pick around the central area. However, it is
dispiriting for him and us that as he drives away he can already see
litter being dropped. Some litter, especially on Cawston Grange Drive,
is dropped from cars going through the estate, but much of it is
generated by residents. Please encourage children especially to take
litter home or use the bins. If there are areas where you think more
bins are needed please let us know.
Finally, it’s in all our interests that the estate looks good, so if you feel
up to picking litter around your property or removing weeds we all
benefit. I know that if litter concerns you it is unlikely to be you
that dropped it!
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Meet the new Councillors – Mary Gill
Mary joined the council in May this year.
She's lived in Rugby all her life and moved to Cawston three years ago.
She works in IT project management for a professional membership
organisation.
She has a baby boy and another son at Cawston Grange Primary.
Her email address is Mary.Gill@Cawstonpc.org
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Beer Festival Possibilities
Have you ever organised a beer festival?
Would you like to see one at the Community Hall?

Craft
Fair

It is an idea that has been kicking around since the hall was in its
planning stages. Now the hall is up and running we thought we would
pose the question.
The current trustees have never done anything like this before so
would welcome ideas, experience, help and enthusiasm.
If you have any one of the four please feel free to contact Matt Emery
at
Matt.Emery@Cawstonpc.org

Cawston Greenway
Work has started again on the Greenway project. At the weekend, 15
volunteers cleared ½ mile along Potfords dam on the way to
Draycote. Next working session will be on the 9th October, 1:30pm
start, meeting at Whitefields Golf Club.
Keep up to date at
https://cawstongreenway.wordpress.com

Sunday 20th November

Facebook pages

10am till 4pm

If you are on Facebook please “like" our page to help us get up to
date news and events out to the community!

Cawston Grange Community Hall
Please contact Sarah on 07809612566 or
sarah@gingerbread-lane.co.uk for more information or to
book a stall
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You will find us at: “Cawston Parish, Rugby"
Also for community discussion and contacts there is a new Cawston
Residents Facebook page. (Please note this page is not organised or
maintained by the Parish Council)

Ordinary Parish Council Meetings – Venue
All Parish Council meetings are now held in the Meeting Room
within the Community Hall
and not at the Children’s Centre
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Planting at the Community Hall

Please can you help?
As part of the planning conditions for the community hall, we have to
plant up the perimeter with trees and shrubs.
We plan to do this during the autumn.
The trees and shrubs have been ordered, and we are beginning to
prepare the ground so that as soon as they arrive we can get them
planted.
We are using our handyman to weed kill the grass around the
perimeter. The ground will then need to be turned over ready for
planting.
Are any residents able to help us with this?
The preparation work can be done at any time in September / October,
once the grass has died back. We also need volunteers to help us
plant trees and shrubs once they arrive. We can’t give a definite date
for this yet. If you think you will be able to help, please contact
matt.emery@cawstonpc.org or margaret.brett@cawstonpc.org.
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