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cawston parish news
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Cawston Greenway by Michelle Cooper - Cawston Resident
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SAMANTHA BESTWICK - CHAIR
As I write my note this time, the wind is blowing a gale and it is cold;
when just a few weeks ago we (and our spring flowers) were lulled into
thinking spring had sprung with a record breaking warm
February. I am keeping everything crossed that the barmy weather
returns soon.
The near future is on the Parish Council's mind at the moment. The
current Councillor team have just a few months left of our current
term of office. So you will find, in this issue, details on the election
nomination process, key dates and a range of resources available to
explain more about the very rewarding role of Parish Councillor.
It would be fabulous to see more people coming forward as our
community continues to expand and having larger representation
would reflect the very diverse population we have here in Cawston.
The current term coming to an end, and this therefore being my last
note, gives me the opportunity to thank all those Councillors, past and
present, who have worked in our team over the past four years.
We have achieved so much; an amazingly well used community hall
has been built and is running successfully, we have a number of highly
professional specialists delivering a range of services from grass
cutting and outdoor maintenance to hall management and
accountancy, and a small army of dedicated volunteers engaged in
litter picking, gardening, newsletter delivery and managing the daily
operations of the community hall. Last but certainly not least, we have
our clerks, existing and retired, supporting the work of the Councillors
and providing the link to official bodies and advisory services.
Thanks to you all,

Sam
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YOUR PARISH COUNCIL NEEDS YOU!
Cawston Parish Council represents the people living in Cawston and
needs people like you to get involved at a local level. Parish Councillors
are elected by the public and serve four-year terms.
What do Parish Councillors do?
Parish Councillors make decisions about which activities to support,
where money is to be spent, what services should be delivered and
what policies should be implemented.
You would need to usually be able to attend our monthly meeting held
on the 3rd Tuesday of the month with a few extra hours to spare
during the month. A few hours a month could make a big difference to
your community.
Councillors are currently involved in finance, HR, community projects,
special events, social media and online presence, parks and open
spaces and the parish newsletter. It is a rewarding and responsible role
– you can learn new things, gain experience and help to foster a sense
of community spirit.
Who can be a Parish Councillor?
Cawston Parish Council is not party-political.
Nominations are welcomed and valued from any member of the
community.
Most people can become a Parish Councillor. Please consider joining
the Council If you’re:
• a British, Commonwealth or EU citizen,
• over 18
• live or work in Cawston
If you have any questions about being a councillor, please contact any
of our current councillors directly. If you would like more information
on how to stand for election or would like a nomination pack, please
contact our Clerk, Gemma Jones. Nominations need to be submitted
by 3rd April.
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COMMUNITY HALL MANAGEMENT GROUP
Are you a proactive, practical, helpful person looking to put a bit back
into the community? We are looking for a few volunteers to sit on the
Community Hall Management group.
WHAT DO WE NEED?
Like the Parish Council, we just need folks who can spare us a little
time.
We run a rota of volunteers to open and lock the building on the days
when our regular users / key holders are not in attendance or to meet
weekend bookings. With enough people on the team, this could be a
little as 10 minutes a week.
Are you handy? We try to fix small maintenance issues ourselves;
anything from a broken toilet roll holder to the electronic heating
controls.
We consider Hall improvements; what do we want to do to make the
facility better for the community (and what can we afford!).
General maintenance; touching up paintwork, re-fitting a door handle,
putting up shelves, sorting out a cupboard, helping out with a kitchen
deep clean.
Outdoors in the better weather, we need regular grass cutting and
general tidiness.
There are only 7 of us who currently manage this so a few extra hands
would greatly help to lighten the load somewhat. If you have a bit of
free time and think you could help we would love to hear from you!
Please drop us a line at:
bookings@cawstoncommunityhall.org
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HIRING CAWSTON COMMUNITY HALL

Are you interested in booking Cawston Community Hall for a private
function? Here are my top tips when looking to book with us:
1. Plan ahead. The hall is very popular! Look to book 36 months ahead of your preferred date. We do often have slots
available at shorter notice, but you'll have less choice and popular
dates go early.
2. Check Online. You can view our booking diary online. However
please note that other bookings may still be in the discussion stages
and haven't made it to the diary yet. Or someone may have
requested that date ahead of you. So use them as a guide to
availability only.
3. Email Me. Booking enquiries are via email only. This helps me keep
all enquiries in order - all enquiries are dealt with in order of receipt.
4. Detail. When emailing, please provide me with as much detail as
you can. Preferred date, time (am, pm), event type, entertainment,
numbers attending, your name & address. All this can help me
answer your enquiry quickly.
Email me on: bookings@cawstoncommunityhall.org
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
If you are interested in setting up a Neighbourhood Watch scheme,
the first step is to speak to your neighbours and find out if they are also
interested. The more residents there are who want to get involved, the
more successful a scheme will be. But not everyone in a street or
neighbourhood needs to join a scheme for it to work.
It will work as long as there are enough residents to keep an eye out
for each other’s properties and to liaise with the police. The closer the
links with the police, the more effective a scheme will be, so we
recommend you contact your local Policing Team to let them know
you are interested in starting a Neighbourhood Watch scheme. You
can find their details on www.police.uk
The exact process for starting a scheme varies across England and
Wales, so you should also get in touch with your Neighbourhood
Watch Association and they will let you know what to do next.
Each scheme has a coordinator who acts as the key contact point for
the scheme. They liaise with the police, scheme members and the
general public for instance, people who are interested in joining the scheme –
as well as nonmember residents when necessary. A scheme may have
more than one coordinator as long as members and police know who
the key contacts are. The coordinator ensures a smooth flow of
information and communication between the police and scheme me
mbers.
Enclosed below is the link the Neighbourhood Watch Association
which gives good links and help to setting up:
http://www.ourwatch.org.uk/force-level-association/
Obviously it is with each street/area in Cawston to set up and manage
their own scheme but if you have any questions or if we can help then
please let us know.
alan.horton@cawstonpc.org
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CAWSTON GRANGE PRIMARY SCHOOL
“Developing places and spaces that matter to people in our community”
We are excited to share with you our vision to develop the school
grounds into an all-weather play, exercise and nature landscape.
Plans include an 80ft fitness trail, a 40ft x 40ft climbing system, a “popup” basketball court and cycling/scooter park in our playgound.
A “Forest School” on the piece of land adjacent to our school playing
field to create a growing area and meadow; encouraging children and
families to spend more time outside, grow their own fruit and
vegetables and tend a community garden, build dens, make fire pits
and find frog spawn.
Finally a 240m allweather Daily Mile Track on the school field. The Daily
Mile is a national initiative to encourage everyone to walk/run at least a
mile in the outdoors every day to improve health, combat obesity and
support good mental health.
With the support of and interest from the community we would like to
find ways of making these facilities available to the wider community
via play and youth clubs, after school, at weekends and during school h
olidays.
To raise funds for these ambitious plans, we have launched our
PENNIES FOR OUR PLAYGROUND APPEAL and are raising money
from donations, sponsorship, monthly community events for adults
and children, and our annual Summer Sizzler.
Are you interested in helping to build community in Cawston? Are you
keen to help make this project a reality for our families?
Please contact the school office on 01788 816820 or email us at
cawstongrangeprimarypta@gmail.com to find out more.
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CAWSTON GRANGE WI LITE
The Cawston branch of the Womens Institute meets at Cawston
Community Centre on the third Thursday evening of each month at
7pm. We are a relaxed modern group catering for all ages. We enjoy
talks by a variety of speakers and take part in a range of activities.
On March 21st we will have a talk on the work of Warwickshire
Wildlife. April 18th is a craft evening when we will make an Easter
basket. At the meeting on May 16th we will debate the resolutions
which will go forward to the national annual general meeting.
There is always time for a drink and a chat. Come along, meet new
people and share ideas.
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GOT GREEN FINGERS?
Does anyone fancy taking over the 'Welcome to Cawston' planter at the
junction of Cawston Grange Drive and Whitefriars Drive? The resident
who currently looks after it is moving so we are looking for a volunteer
to take it on.
The Parish Council will pay for plants and you will have a free rein with
what you do. At the moment the planting is changed twice a year.
Apart from the planting out, not much maintenance is needed, just the
occasional weed. In the 5 or 6 years since we started planting it was only
during the exceptionally hot weather last summer that any watering
was needed.
If you are interested please ring or text 07756 479155
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USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION
Borough Councillors:
Cllr Michael Stokes (01788) 819179
Cllr Dale Keeling
(01788) 570435

michael.stokes@rugby.gov.uk
dale.keeling@rugby.gov.uk

County and Borough Councillor:
Cllr Peter Butlin

(01788) 816488

Rugby Borough Council:

cllrbutlin@warwickshire.gov.uk

(01788) 533533

Scott Ballard
Open Spaces
scott.ballard@rugby.gov.uk
Greg Vigars
Planning
greg.vigars@rugby.gov.uk
Environmental Health
(01788) 533857 EPT@rugby.gov.uk
Consortium:
Adrian McInnes, Technical Director, William Davis Ltd
adrian.mcinnes@williamdavis.co.uk
Steve Riley, Engineering Director, Gallaghers
steve.riley@gallagherestates.com
Robert McGuinn, Director, MDA Consulting Ltd
rmcguinn@mdaconsulting.co.uk

01509 231181
01926 339339
0116 2548951

Orbit Housing Association:

08458 500500

Rugby Police Station:
Sgt Sarah Masters
RTW SNT
PC Charles Young
RTW Beat Manager
PC Ollie Barrett
RTW SNT

(01788) 541111
07870 515606
07870 515606
07870 515606

RBC Community Safety Wardens:
Cawston Extension
Cottage Farm Site (Developers: Trio Square Ltd)
Karen McCulloch (Planning) (01788) 533623
chris.kingham@rugby.gov.uk
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0800 0968800

CAWSTON PARISH COUNCIL
Cllr Samantha Bestwick
Cllr Alan Horton
Cllr Martin Bryant
Cllr Edwin De Kreij
Cllr Dawn Wilson
Cllr Lee Chase

Chair
Vice Chair

samantha.bestwick@cawstonpc.org
alan.horton@cawstonpc.org
martin.bryant@cawstonpc.org
e.dekreij@cawstonpc.org
dawn.wilson@cawstonpc.org
lee.chase@cawstonpc.org

Parish Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer
Gemma Jones

clerk@cawstonpc.org

Community Hall Booking Clerk
Valerie Moody

bookings@cawstoncommunityhall.org

Information on hiring the Community Hall is available on the website:
http://www.cawstoncommunityhall.org/facilities/

The Parish Council would also like to say a huge thank you to all
the kind volunteers who deliver this magazine. We are very
grateful for all your hard work.
If you would like to volunteer your services to help deliver the
magazine please get in touch:

clerk@cawstonpc.org
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